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view of history in which all the great events and
changes were personified in some individual hero.
The old "legislators," Lycurgus and Solon and the
like, were supposed to have created the institutions
which were really the products of a slow growth.
When a favourable change due to economical causes
took place in the position of the French peasantry, the
peasants, says Michelet somewhere, called it "good
king Henry ".     Carlyle's theory of hero worship is
partly an application of the same mode of thought.
You embody your principle in some concrete person ;
canonise him or damn him, as he represents truth or
error; and take credit to yourself for insight and for
a lofty morality.    It becomes a kind of blasphemy to
suggest that your great man, who thus stands for an
inspired leader dropped straight out of heaven, was
probably at best very imperfect, one-sided, and at least
as much of a product as a producer.   The crudity of
the method is even regarded as a proof of its morality.
Your common-place moralist likes to call everything
black or white;  he  despises  all  qualifications  as
casuistical refinements, and plumes himself on the
decisive verdict, saint or sinner, with which he labels
the adherents and opponents of his party.     And yet
we know as a fact, how absurd are such judgments.
We know how men are betrayed into bad causes
from good motives, or put on the right side because